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CNE
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Does my facility need a 
permit?

Ecology’s statewide permit applies to 
facilities conducting industrial activities 
that discharge stormwater to a surface 
waterbody or to a storm sewer system 
that drains to a surface waterbody

The North American Industry 
Classification System (NAICS) is the 
standard used by Federal statistical 
agencies
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Can I apply for a CNE?

My facility meets the applicability 
criteria and does not have potential to 
pollute, or does it?

• Eligible if there is “no exposure” of 
industrial materials and activities to 
rain, snow, snow melt, and/or runoff.
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Conditional No Exposure

How do you know for sure your facility does not have the 
potential to discharge pollutants to waters of the state (meets 

the requirements for a CNE status)

Eleven Questions

It sounds easy, it is not always as it seems.

It is clear at the extremes. The middle can be muddled. 
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Eleven questions 

1. Is anyone using, storing or cleaning industrial machinery 
or equipment in an area that is exposed to stormwater, or are 
there areas where residuals from using, storing or cleaning 
industrial machinery or equipment remain and are exposed 
to stormwater? 
2. Are there materials or residuals on the ground or in stormwater inlets from 
spills/leaks? 

3. Are materials or products from past industrial activity exposed to precipitation?

4. Is material handling equipment used/stored (except adequately maintained 
vehicles)?

5. Are materials or products exposed to precipitation during 
loading/unloading or transporting activities? 
6. Are materials or products stored outdoors (except final products intended for 
outside use, e.g., new cars, where exposure to storm water does not result in the 
discharge of pollutants)? 
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Eleven questions 

7. Are materials contained in open, deteriorated or leaking 
storage drums, barrels, tanks, and similar containers? 

8. Are materials or products handled/stored on roads or 
railways owned or maintained by the discharger? 

9. Is waste material exposed to precipitation (except waste 
in covered, non‐leaking containers, e.g., dumpsters)? 

10. Does the application or disposal of process 
wastewater occur (unless otherwise permitted)? 

11. Is there particulate matter or visible deposits of 
residuals from roof stacks/vents not otherwise regulated, 
i.e., under an air quality control permit, and evident in the 
storm water outflow? 
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Conditional No 
Exposure

All answers are “No”? 

Apply online

Sign the Certification

We have 90 days 

to inspect
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5 year cycle

Re-apply every five years

Why conditional?

If there is a change at the facility that 
results in the exposure of industrial 
activities or materials to stormwater, you 
need to apply for and obtain a permit
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Examples

The good the bad and the ugly…
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CNE Approved
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Denied
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Denied



CNE 
approved or denied?
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CNE 
approved or denied?
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CNE 
approved or denied?



Thank you

Give us a call…
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