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I HAVE AN 
EXCEEDANCE:

WHAT DO I DO?
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LEVEL 1 RESPONSE

SWPPP Review and Site Inspection
 Conduct as soon as possible
 Has there been anything different; think about it 

Find the source of the exceedance
 There is always a source
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DO YOU KNOW YOUR SITE?

Conveyance system
 Smoke
 Dye
 Camera: Condition

What happens during various conditions?
 Tides
 Heavy Rain/Flooding
 Old Timers’ Knowledge

DO YOU KNOW YOUR SITE?

Run-on from your neighbors
 Can it be prevented or diverted?
 What is its effect? 

Sheet flow
 How does it change with volume changes?
 Are there any additional discharges? 
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IS YOUR SITE CLEAN?

Conveyance system
 When was it last cleaned?
 Can you see how dirty it is now?

Sweeping
 Does the sweeper operator really know what is needed 

for stormwater issues?
 Does the sweeper operator get out of the vehicle?

ADDITIONAL SAMPLING

Averaging down
 It cannot hurt the situation
 Strategies to see if there is improvement

Other samples
 Look for the source of pollutant
 Trace the pollutant upstream
 Check other sources
 Roof discharge
 Fences
 Vehicles
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SAMPLING PLAN

What answers your questions?
 Develop a plan
 Re-evaluate after each round of samples

Are there associations with your pollutants?
 Particulate or dissolved
 pH or temperature considerations
 Other chemicals present 

SOURCE CONTROL INVESTIGATION

Likely sources of contamination
 What is on your site?
 What are the typical sources?

Are there unlikely sources?
 Air deposition
 In the soil

What is the history of your site?
Even before it was developed.
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VERY SHORT TIMELINE

Three samples can put you into Level 3 exceedance
 Typical dry spell in the middle of the year
 Conducting sampling as early as possible in the 

quarter gives you more time to work on a solution

Deadlines for the response to a Level 2 or 3 exceedance 
come quickly
 Start as early as possible to get the best solution
 Pay attention to the source of the exceedance

QUESTIONS?

Thomas E. Long
Farallon Consulting, LLC
Issaquah, Washington
425-295-0800
tlong@farallonconsulting.com



3/7/2019

7


